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WALK SCORE ANNOUNCES REAL ESTATE PARTERS AT INMAN REAL ESTATE CONNECT
Millions of property listings will now show Walk Score 
(SEATTLE—Jan.  7, 2009)— Front Seat, the civic software company that operates walkability site www.walkscore.com, today announced partnerships with real estate websites that will add Walk Score to millions of property listings.  Zillow.com, ZipRealty.com, Postlets.com, REcolorado.com, ColoProperty.com, and others will show Walk Scores on all of their listings, a combined total of over 85 million properties. 

"Our vision is for property listings to read: Bedrooms 3, Bathrooms: 2, Walk Score: 84," said Mike Mathieu, founder of Front Seat.  "We're pleased to see leading real estate portals, online brokers, and MLS providers helping their customers find walkable properties."

Walk Score Real Estate Services launched in November of 2008 and consists of the Walk Score API and the Walk Score Real Estate Tile.  The Walk Score API makes it easy for real estate sites to add Walk Score to all of their listings and let their customers search properties by Walk Score.  The Walk Score Real Estate Tile shows a map of nearby amenities and is now used by over 600 websites.

The Walk Score API also enables new research on walkable properties and real estate.  Jeff Donnelly, an analyst at Wachovia, is studying the effect of Walk Score on the financial performance of apartment buildings. Gary Pivo, a professor at University of Arizona, is using the Walk Score API to study whether walkable properties are better investments than less walkable properties.  

"Until the Walk Score API, there was no way to quickly measure walkability for many thousands of properties," said Gary Pivo, who used the Walk Score API to score 10,000 properties.  "It opens up the
opportunity to conduct large scale research studies on one of the leading issues of interest to real estate and urban planning scholars and practitioners."
Interest in walkable properties continues to rise, spurred by high gas prices over the summer and by the decline in home prices in less walkable suburban neighborhoods.  Front Seat is working on a study with the Walk Score API to determine whether walkable houses retain their value better than less walkable properties and whether they spend fewer days on market. 

About Front Seat and Walk Score
Walk Score is a project of Front Seat, a civic software company based in Seattle. Front Seat software connects people to the places we live, the resources we consume, and our communities. Since its launch in July 2007, Walk Score has become the most popular measure of walkability in the U.S., Canada, and the U.K., with more than eight million addresses served on walkscore.com. The Walk Score team is advised by an eight-person Advisory Board, which includes urban planning, environmental and technical experts from institutions such as Sightline Institute, The Brookings Institution, and Google. 
###

